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Dying to Live

by Jessie Penn-Lewis

"HOW DEEP SHALL THE CROSS GO?"

"The Spirit... fathoms all things,
even the depths of God" (1
Corinthians 2:10, Conybeare)

The theme of the sixth of
Romans may be described as "The
Two-fold Message of the Cross". This
can be condensed into the two basic
facts declared by the Apostle Paul in
connection with Calvary. (1) "Christ
died"; (2) "We died". The "reign of
death" over the whole human race is
proof of the fall of man. Death came
into the world through sin. In Romans
5 we are told that "Christ died" a
substitutionary death for us, so that
we might become sharers of His risen
life. In Romans 6 we learn how to
obtain that Risen Life in experience. If
Christ died for us so that we might
obtain His life, "we died" with Him, to
enable us actually to receive it. We
must be "grafted into the likeness of
His death". Three times Paul uses the
words "His death”, and then he says,
"We who died". Here we have clearly
stated the identification of the sinner
with the Saviour.
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What does this death with Christ
mean? First, it is a death to SIN—sin
as a master and a tyrant—sin, not
sins. It means what God means for us
in the crucifixion of our "old man"
with Christ (Romans 6:6). The Holy
Spirit is ready to apply it to the depths
of our inner being, until sin loses its
mastery at every point. It goes deeper
than the cutting off of visible and
external things. It enters the
innermost core of the being, until
there is complete liberty from the
bondage and mastery of sin, a work
so deep, done by the Eternal Spirit
Himself, that the inner life centre is
changed, and the soul is put back to
its right centre in the Eternal God.

How deep is that death to go? is
the question | bring to you today.
When the Spirit of God has done this
radical work in the application of the
death of Christ, it seems to be
something deeper down than the
cleansing of the heart. It is a cutting
off that can only be expressed by all
that the word "death," implies. A
severance of the believer from a
master "called" Sin—a severance
made by the Spirit of God at the inner
centre of the man, which sets him
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free at the centre to obey God. It does
not say that henceforth he is sinless,
or has no sin in him, but he is cut off
by the application of the death of his
Substitute, Who died in his place at
Calvary, so that it is as if he had
actually "died" so that his old master
Sin has no power or claim upon him.
(See Romans 6:17, 18.)

This is why the apostle so
remarkably interchanges in Romans
6—the Magna Charta of the Church of
Christ—the words "His DEATH" and
"WE DIED", as if it meant one and the
same thing, which spiritually it does in
God's marvellous plan of redemption.

Beloved, do you not see that it is
just here you must get on a clear
foundation? You may be dealing with
"sins" until you are weary with the
battle. You may have sought
heart-cleansing, and had a measure of
respite from the sickening conflict.
The work must go deeper still. Christ's
death—"His death"—set up in the
central depths of the inner man as a
barrier, like the whirling sword at the
gate of Eden, between you and the
tyrant, "Sin". You have "died to sin",
and by the powerful application of the
Holy Spirit in response to your faith in
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the working of God (Colossians 2:12),
you are set free to "live unto God".

How deep shall it go? How deep
do you consent that God shall go into
your inner life? Do you want to be
delivered from "sin"? Do you hate
sin? Let alone for a while the
remembrance of various "sins" that
trouble you. Let God deal with the
centre. Let Him begin deep down, and
set up the barrier of death between
you and the tyrant "Sin". Say, as God
declares you may, "Crucified together
with Him" | am "no longer in bondage
to sin"—and God will make it true.

How deep shall the death of
Christ go in us? You say as regards
"sin", as deep as God can go for my
deliverance. So far, good. But there
are other results to this initial setting
up in the core of our being, the
barrier of Christ's death against sin.
There is much else to be shown us
involved in the death with Christ.
There is a bondage to be delivered
from, which Paul describes as the
"law". Look at Romans 7:6.

"Now that we have died with
Christ, the Law wherein we were
formerly held fast has lost its hold
upon us; so that we are no longer in
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the old bondage of the letter, but in
the new service of the Spirit"
(Conybeare).

Behind the tyranny of sin lies the
"law", with its whip and demands,
making us know with bitterness our
complete inability to obey it. God says
through the "law", "thou shalt" and
"thou shalt not", and we under the
slavery of sin are helpless to obey.
"But now that we have died ..." the
"law" loses its hold upon us. We have
(with Christ) "died to sin", and by that
death we have "died" also to the
demands of the Law. The days of
bondage are over. Henceforth the
"law" under which we once trembled
is transfigured and fulfilled in us by
the power of the Spirit (Romans 8:4),
for Christ Himself living in us is the
fulfilment of the law. Once it was "I
must" and failure—now it is "l can
through Christ"—and victory.

How deep shall it go? The death
of Christ set up in the centre of our
being has deeper issues yet. It is for us
to say to God "how deep" He shall go
into the outworking of all that Calvary
means in our lives. Let us read
Colossians 2:20 (Conybeare).

"If then when you died with
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Christ you put away the childish
lessons of outward things, why, as
though you still lived in outward
things, do you submit yourselves to
decrees (hold not, taste not, touch
not...)."

How deep is the death of Christ
to go in us? How deep shall the sword
of the Cross cut into our lives? We
have seen it is to cut us off from (1)
sin as a master within us; (2) the
bondage of the "law" oppressing us
with legal claims; but now it is to
deliver us from (3) all reliance upon
"outward things”, and the undue
emphasis upon those things as
essentials or even aids, in our worship
or service of God. That Paul is
speaking of the religious life of the
believer is to be seen by the context
of this passage. "Conscience"
qguestions, which trouble and divide
the whole body of Christ. "Ought I" to
"eat" this, or "drink" that? What
about "Sabbaths"? Is the "Sabbath"
ordained in Eden binding upon the
"new creation in Christ", brought into
being through Calvary and the
Resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:17)?
What about certain "decrees" based
upon "precepts and doctrines of
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men"—generally negative, such as
"hold not, taste not, touch not"
certain things, which, after all, are "all
made to be consumed in the using"?

These "precepts”, said the
apostle, have a "show of wisdom" in
"humiliation", and "chastenings of the
body", but they "are of no value to
check the indulgence of fleshy
passions”, i.e. the "flesh” remains the
same underneath, in spite of all
"humiliation and chastening of the
body".

God's way is better than this. He
presses deep into the centre of the
man with the sword of the Cross, and
says through His apostle, when "you
died with Christ"”, it was to all these
"outward things". None of them are
essential to salvation, or even aids to
the true inner life. The "flesh" was put
to death in Christ for you (Galatians
5:24), then why rely upon "aids"
which really are of "no value" to check
the "indulgence of the flesh", for it
will only change its form, and break
out in another way. In fact the puffed
up "fleshly mind" (Colossians 2:18) is
at the back of all these schemes to
conquer the flesh, and thus it is made
even more active through the very
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means taken to bring it under control!

But, says someone, are no
"outward things" of help to the true
life of God in the soul of man? Paul
tells us when they may be so. They
belong only to "childhood"! They are
"childish lessons"—which will fall
away at the Cross of Christ, when its
deep meaning dawns upon the soul.
The Colossians were disturbed over
"precepts”, "sabbaths," etc., and they
were condemning each other as
vigorously as the Christians of the
twentieth century do over the "rights"
and the "wrongs" of various "outward

things"! They are all "shadows",
"shadows," '"shadows," cried the
apostle. Aim at the substance

(Colossians 2:17), and you will soon
know the mind of the Lord for you, as
to how to deal with the "shadows" in
practice. (Romans 14 very clearly
illustrates this.)

It is instructive to see that Paul
did not attempt to settle their
"conscience questions" for the
Colossians. He takes them to the only
place where they can be seen in true
perspective. Away from Calvary, the
only place which a sinner saved by
grace has on earth—the place of
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death with Christ—these questions
are magnified all out of proportion,
for "outward things" which are small
are made to overshadow the things
that matter.

Back to Calvary, child of God,
back to Calvary! Put away, at least for
the time being, all your debates, and
let God cut to the core with the Cross,
and cut you off from all the various
"views" concerning external matters
of the Christian life. "Put away" the
"lessons" of your Christian childhood,
and die with Christ, then a veil will fall
away from your inner vision, and you
will see light in God's light, you will
learn that "nothing availeth but a new
creation", and know that "the
Kingdom of God is not meat and
drink, but righteousness, and peace
and joy in the Holy Ghost" (Romans
14:17). This will take from you the
disposition to judge and condemn
others in matters which are not
essential to salvation, and you will
cease to allow them to become
barriers between you and other
members of the Body of Christ.

How deep shall the death of
Christ go in us? Deeper yet. Deeper
yet. Look at Colossians 3:2,3
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(Conybeare) with footnote.

"Set your heart on things above,
not on things earthly; for you have
died, and your life is hid with Christ
in God."

How deep? So deep that your life
is now in heaven "with Christ in God".
This must be the reasonable
sequence. As the death of Christ cuts
deeper, the life of union with Christ
must grow stronger. As the mastery of
sin ceases, and the bondage of "must"
gives place to loving obedience; as the
soul is more cut off from reliance
upon anything outside of Christ (or
insidiously added to the completeness
of Christ's finished work at Calvary),
so the believer finds his life more and
more lived in "heaven". The things
that once troubled him sink down to
their right place and he no longer
tithes mint, and anise and cummin
(Matthew 23:23), whilst blind to the
weightier matters of his salvation.

How deep does this death go? So
deep that the heart is now "set on
things above", not on "things earthly".
There has been no great struggle to
"give up". The death-work of the
Cross has cut away "things earthly",
so that they also simply fall into their
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right place as subject to the will of
God. Thus a true fellowship with
Christ in death cuts away fanaticism,
and all "extremes", for all of this
comes from the "flesh” and not from
the new life in God. The light of
heaven on the things of earth shows
the value of things, and the way to
walk according to God in the spirit.
When a man dies physically, he has to
leave his great possessions. If you can
suppose that man is coming back to
live again his life on earth, think you
that his values would not be changed
and he would look upon all things
with different eyes? This is, spiritually,
just what God's plan was in the
identification of the sinner with the
Saviour on the Cross. The death of
Christ applied to the believer cuts him
off from "things earthly", so that he
lives his life henceforth as one that
abides in heaven.

How deep shall it go? Shall it
touch your dress, your ambitions,
your possessions? It is not so much
your getting "victory" over these
things, as your "death” to them in the
death of Christ.

But we must cry deeper yet | Let
us turn to 2 Timothy 2:9-11
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(Conybeare).

"I suffer as a malefactor ... |
endure all for the sake of the chosen,
that they may obtain ... Faithful is
the saying. For if we have died with
Him we shall also live with Him ..."

How is it "deeper yet" in this
passage”? Just this, that the death of
Christ has here «cut into all
self-interest. Treated as malefactor,
the apostle cries, "I endure all for the
sake of the chosen, that they may
obtain. ..." That "they'™ may obtain!
Not that "I" may obtain. Who does
not want a '"life" that in this
storm-tossed world "abides in
heaven"? But to be willing to suffer as
Christ suffered—as a criminal led
forth to die—for the sake of
others—that "they" may obtain glory
and blessing. That is deeper yet. No
self-interest here in spiritual
attainment. Some of us know a little
of what suffering for others means,
but oh so little. There is always the
temptation to "save ourselves" and
come down from the Cross.

Now let us turn to 2 Corinthians
5:14,15, and read if there is a deeper
depth yet. The apostle writes:
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"For the love of Christ constrains
me, because | have judged that if
One died for all, then all died (in
Him) ... that the living might live no
longer unto themselves, but to Him."

How deep? So deep does the
Cross cut into the inner depths of the
believer, if the Holy Spirit is allowed
to carry it through to its fullest extent,
that really and truly he, so to speak,
may be said to exist in this world only
for God. If he "eats" or does not eat
(Romans 14:21) this or that, it is for
God (1 Corinthians 10:31). He does all
for the glory of God and not for his
own pleasure. In brief, Christ has
become his All in All, the new centre
of being (see 2 Corinthians 5:15,
Conybeare), so that he exists for His
will and pleasure.

How deep? It is for each child of
God to say. "It is the Spirit that
quickeneth, the flesh profiteth
nothing." There is only one thing that
God cannot do for us. God will not
"will" instead of us. He will work in us,
and for us, to bring us to the point of
"willing", but we must "will"—i.e., set
the helm of the ship by our choice.

How deep shall the death of
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Christ go in us? How far has the truth
of the Cross penetrated? Having cut
into the personal life, has it reached
our ministry and Christian service?
The world that Paul said he was
"crucified to, and was crucified" to
him, was the religious world,
according to the context of Galatians
6:14. "They who wish to have a good
repute in things pertaining to the
flesh, are forcing 'circumcision’
upon you, and that only to save
themselves from persecution”
(Galatians 6:12, Conybeare) wrote the
apostle to the Galatians. Here we
have ‘"religious reputation”; the
"forcing" of views of "truth"; the
counting of "converts"; the shirking of
the Cross; giving in miniature a
picture of the professing Church of
today. "This 'world' is crucified to me
and | unto [this] world" cries the
apostle. "My 'boast' is only in the
Cross of Christ 'which is the
instrument of my crucifixion as of
His'"" (Lightfoot). And so it will be to
every one today who will preach the
Gospel. "NOTHING AVAILS BUT A
NEW CREATION".

How deep shall it go? So deep
that we die utterly to all desire for a
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"good repute" in "things pertaining to
the flesh" in Christian service, and are
content to be in the true apostolic
succession of the path of Christ and
His apostle.

And there is deeper yet in this
marvellous Message of the Cross.
Shall the death of Christ go so deep in
us, that it breaks down all religious
barriers between us and
fellow-believers? Speaking of the
barrier of religious ordinances
between Jew and Gentile, the apostle
writes of Christ and His Cross, in
Ephesians 2:14-16:

"He is our Peace, Who has made
both one, and broken down the wall
which parted us; for by His death He
destroyed the ground of our
enmity ... that by His cross He might
reconcile both...."

How deep does the Cross of
Christ go? Deep enough to cut away
all barriers caused by "ordinances"
between those who look to His
atoning death for salvation. What did
the Cross do for "Jew" and "Gentile"
but slay them both, so that out of
both might be built a "New Man",
neither Jew nor Gentile, but
Christian? "In Christ," wrote the
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apostle, "there is neither Jew nor
Gentile, but Christ is all and in all."

How deep? Even vyet the
fathomless deeps of Calvary, able to
fathom the deepest depths of the
human soul, are not exhausted. 2
Corinthians 4:10-12, and 2 Corinthians
13:4, open realms of possibilities in
the depths of the Cross, making place
for boundless inflow and outflow of
the very life of Jesus through those
who will allow the Spirit of God to
"dig deep" channels in their inner
lives; as well as the mighty energising
of human weakness by the might of
the strength of God. Let us be willing
for all that the Cross means, that we
may know the power of Christ's
Resurrection as we become
conformable to His death (Philippians
3:10).

"DELIVERED UNTO DEATH"
"Delivered unto death for Jesus
sake, that the life also of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh; so
then death worketh in us, but life in
you" (2 Corinthians 4:11,12, R.V.)

7

It is the plan of God that He must
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be allowed to work into the lives of
His messengers the truths He entrusts
to them to give to others. Written
large in God's own Word lies the
principle of "death" for "life" in those
He sends out with His message.
"Delivered unto death for Jesus' sake"
is to be found in the Old Testament in
David's life, and in the lives of the
prophets. And just as it was with them
in the foreshadowing of Calvary, and
the prophetic utterances foretelling
the Cross, so it was in the
dispensation immediately following
Calvary, and has been all along the
line ever since. We can see it wrought
into the life of Paul, and into the lives
of the martyrs, and all the servants of
God who have ever been greatly used
of Him. This is an aspect of the Cross
which so many of us have failed to
see; this principle of "death" for life
which must be wrought into us ere
the message of Calvary given by us
becomes life to others. This explains
why there is so much preaching about
the Cross without the power of the
Cross. We may have seen clearly the
substitutionary and atoning aspect of
Christ’'s death for wus, and not
apprehended our identification with
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Him in that death, so that we know
the power over sin which comes from
knowing that we died with Him. And
again, when we have apprehended
our death-position with Christ, we
may have failed to see the conformity
to His death, wherein the power of
Christ's death and resurrection is
wrought into us as an experience day
by day. This brings into the life not
only victory over sin, but the spirit of
Calvary. The absence of this brings
about the anomaly of the Cross being
preached with no marks of the
Calvary spirit. This is the danger of the
teaching of "identification" without
the consequent conformity to death
which brings true power, for we may
rely upon the fact that we have "died"
with Christ, and assume that it is
entirely wrought in us at once, not
realising that "conformity to His
death" follows the apprehension of
identification, and must become
deeper and deeper until the
"fellowship of His sufferings" in the
path of the Cross becomes a real
experience in the life.

Just as it was with Jeremiah, so
all true messengers of the Cross today
will  have Jeremiah's path and
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Jeremiah's experience if they are
willing to follow the Lord to Calvary.
For Jeremiah knew what it meant to
have the Lord's path of the Cross,
although it was years before Christ
came to earth to die. Even as
Jeremiah knew the Cross in its
foreshadowing, so may we know the
Cross in fellowship with the Lamb of
Calvary as we proclaim Golgotha's
tragedy and victory. The death of
Christ can be wrought into us in a
death-fellowship with the Lord, which
will bring forth a life which triumphs
over everything.

The passage in 2 Corinthians
4:11,12, R.V., is the keynote of it all.
"We which live are always delivered
unto death for Jesus' sake," writes the
apostle, "that the life also of Jesus
may be manifested in our mortal
flesh; so then death worketh in us,
but life in you."

How clearly we are shown that
David was "delivered unto death”, as
he cried, "My God, my God, why hast
Thou forsaken me?" in some of his
hours of suffering, so that the Holy
Ghost might speak through him the
prophetic utterances foreshadowing
Christ's death on Calvary. A deep
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insight into the life of God in the soul
of man opens to us as we ponder over
this. We see that God works into
man's inner-most being the divine
messages He seeks to give out
through him, and does not make even
a prophet a "machine", but speaks
through the heart and life prepared
by Him in the furnace of suffering.

In these solemn closing days of
the age the question upon many
hearts is, How is the Church of Christ
to be prepared to meet the Lord? We
answer, "Only by having wrought into
her the very spirit and life of Jesus, in
conformity to His likeness of the
Lamb." Some have caught a glimpse
of it. They have tasted it in measure,
and have the message of it burning in
their hearts now. But how is this
message to be given to others, so that
it may become wrought into them in
power? How is this "life of Jesus"
which has come to us through
fellowship with His death, to reach
others? And the answer is: We must
be willing to be "delivered to death”
as the prophets were. We long to
carry the message of Calvary to others
in all its power, but this can only be as
it is wrought in us first, as in the lives
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of David and Jeremiah, and Paul.

Are we willing to sob out the
message in our lives first, as David
sobbed the twenty-second Psalm ere
the Holy Ghost could speak it through
him as a prophetic picture of Christ?
Yes, we must know the sobs of
Calvary in the fellowship of His
sufferings, just as much as David did,
if the Holy Ghost is to make the
message of Calvary through us life to
others.

Mental light about the death of
Christ will give light as we pass it on,
but not life. We may be able to
explain everything about
identification with Christ in death to
sin, and to talk of personal victory so
that the hearers get victory too, but
this is not life passing through us, for
this can only be as the "fellowship of
His sufferings" is wrought in us by the
Holy Ghost.

The Lord Jesus said on Calvary's
Cross, "My God, My God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me?" as David said it in
tears long years before. And it was at
Golgotha that the very life of Jesus
was set free for a dying world.
"Always delivered unto death ... so
then death worketh in us, and life in

21

ERE2MWEmRP—HK -
HIE2ERET
Eﬁﬂ$ﬁ¢ﬂﬁi
=2 - WEIAXRILEMEITE
BFR2EPTIFN - T2
XREMMEREE ?
XREEZEERIINE
amEal AfEESRM
HER  HMNE AL
S5#tESEMPZLE
INREZ ML -

T 7 B8
%%%%LME%W
AZEmm - HATIFEE
BEESELLSEERE
FERFRFD - PRI 2RSS
ANSMIYITRt SN -
@%ﬂ%%i%*m
Hn RAEanRAEEE
KE&ME%WWM
"TS5EISEX RS
=E% -

FEHAREZIZM
+*W3tﬁﬂlﬂ%m
@ BRE - NEAS
FE ? 1 @KL ME]
FTORRRY - NESEF
B 1E 28 &t ER
B Ems - RE1 T W
T A6 ... FEE KA



you," writes Paul. Is this a cry for
"power"? No! For happiness? No!
"Always delivered unto death.” Have
you, dear child of God, ever asked
God for fellowship with Christ in
death? You have asked for power, but
the answer is, "Always delivered unto
death". Always! Not only now and
then. "But | thought," you say, "when
| came up to the Cross, and saw that |
was identified with Christ in death,
that | then passed on to resurrection
ground in union with Him, and on to
the ascension life. | thought the Cross
was then behind me, and | had only to
maintain my position!" Yes, that is
true, but it does not embody all the
truth. 2 Corinthians 4:10-12 and
Philippians 3:10, have a vital place in
the spiritual life of all who follow on
to know the Lord. "Reckon yourselves
dead unto sin and alive unto God"
(Romans 6:11); and "Ye died, and your
life is hid with Christ in God."
(Colossians 3:3), is position-truth,
which we must stand upon as rock
ground daily, but the power-side of
the resurrection means conformity to
death for life to others.

"Always delivered to death for
Jesus' sake." "Oh," you say, "you are
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not putting before us the attractive
side." But why do you always cry for
what is "attractive" from the human
view in following Christ? Was Calvary
in its reality attractive? Was Christ
"attractive" on His way to the Cross?
No, there was "no beauty" that we
should desire Him had we seen Him
then (Isaiah 53:2). But for the "joy set
before Him He endured the Cross, and
despised the shame". If our eyes were
opened by the Holy Ghost to the
divine vision of the suffering Lord, we
should see beauty in the Lamb-spirit
of Jesus. We should see the heavenly
side of fellowship with Christ in His
death-path and count it joy to follow
in His steps. We should then crave to
"suffer with Him" because thus, and
only thus, we will be "glorified
together" (Romans 8:17) "It is a
faithful saying, 'If we be dead with
Him, we shall also live with Him." If we
suffer, we shall also reign with Him" (2
Timothy 2:11,12).

But what is the meaning of being
"delivered unto death"? The Lord was
"delivered for our offences". The
Father "delivered Him up for us all".
"He was delivered into the hands of
men." The Greek word means to be
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"handed over". It is the very word in
Galatians 2:20, where it says He gave
Himself for us. Literally it reads, "He
loved me, and gave Himself over for
me". He gave Himself over to the
executioners for me; He gave Himself
over to death for me. The Father gave
Him over to the hands of the
executioners; to the will of the
Gentiles, and the Jewish rulers. "He
was delivered up." Again and again we
read "when the time was come that
He should be delivered up”. This is
one aspect of the life of Jesus to be
manifested in our mortal body. He
calls us to be willing to be "given over
unto death for Jesus' sake", as He was
delivered up for us. We need vision
beyond that of personal comfort, joy,
happiness, ecstasy. We want "power"
not only to be witnesses, but to be
martyrs. Power to be willing to be
"delivered up to the hands of men";
and power to hand ourselves over to
the will of God, for Ilife to
others—"delivered unto death for
Jesus' sake".

"Always delivered to death,"
"always handed over to death". What
instruments may God use for bringing
about this fellowship with Christ?
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"And brother shall hand over brother
to death" (Matthew 10:21). Read
again Matthew 24:9. "Then shall they
deliver you up to tribulation, and shall
kill you; and ye shall be hated.” Oh!
children of God, are you willing to be
hated? or is there something in you
that smarts, and bursts out in
resentment? Then you have not
learned Calvary, and the "fellowship
of His sufferings, being made
conformable to His death".

"And they shall kill you." There
are many ways of "killing", beside the
using of a knife. "They shall hate you."
Yes, when the message of God has
been wrought into you it becomes the
"Sword of the Spirit", piercing to the
"joints and marrows" of others, and
they may resent it, and turn upon you
as they turned upon Jeremiah, and
cast him out.

We have been softening the
message of the Cross, and trying to
adapt its language to twentieth
century sentiment; but now that time
is passing. If we are faithful, the edge
of the Cross will be felt, whether we
will or no. "Brother shall deliver up
brother to death." Are you willing for
your sister or brother in the home to
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"deliver you to death" by injustice and
misjudgment, and you meet it with a
Calvary spirit? In 1 Peter 4:19, we
read, "Let them that suffer according
to the will of God keep handing over
their souls to Him in welldoing as unto
a faithful Creator." "For we which are
always delivered—handed over—to
death for Jesus' sake."

"We which live." LIVE. Here we
have life in the midst of death. The
divine life in you cannot be crushed,
but as "bread corn is bruised" it will
break out into fragrance and life
power in the face of everything; and
everything that is not of God the
sooner it perishes the better. The true
life of God in us will stand every fiery
test. But the "life of Jesus" truly in you
may be almost unrealised and
unseen, because it has no outlet, and
because the exterior vessel has never
been broken. It is for this reason that
we are "Always delivered to death”. It
is only those who live—who have the
real life of Jesus in them in union with
Him in His risen life which is the life
He had out of death—who are
"delivered to death", so that the life
which is in them may be
"manifested”. Without the "death
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working" in the outer man, this life is
compressed within rigid
circumference. It cannot find outlet.
"Give, and it shall be given unto you;
pressed down and running over."

Soul in the path of pressure and
trial, begin to give to others, and
cease thinking of yourself and your
own needs. See your place in the
death of Christ, and say, "l have been
crucified with Christ, yet | live, and yet
no longer |, but Christ liveth in me".
Then say, "I am willing to be always
delivered to death for Jesus' sake,
that the life of Jesus may be
manifested. | will not ask to be taken
out of the path of trial; out of the
hands of men; | will not ask to be free
from the cruel hands that are pressing
and trying me; | will only ask that the
life of Jesus in me may break out and
triumph in them." "We who live are
always delivered to death."

Who does the "handing over"?
The hand that was pierced on
Calvary—the hand of the Lord. You
say, '"Then what have | to do with it?"
You must choose, for you may rebel.
Your part is to accept the path, and
choose to be handed over to
fellowship with the death of Christ,
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and then He Who died and rose again
will say, "I will show him what great
things he shall suffer for My Name's
sake".

What is the outcome of being
handed over to death?

"Always delivered to death that
the life of Jesus might be manifested
in our mortal body." It has to do with
the mortal body. The life of Jesus
manifested in our mortal body. This
clearly shows that it is a path of death
for the outer man, so that the life in
him may have an outlet, or be
"manifested"—seen. And the
outcome of this is for blessing to
others. "So then death worketh in us,
and life in you." Death worketh! So
there is a "working" of death in the
believer. Death worketh, and as the
death works, so life reaches others.

You are living in the midst of
people who are in the dark about
Calvary. Why is it that you cannot
speak the message to them? Because
it is not manifested in your own life.
There must be first the apprehension
of identification; and then the
intelligent, deliberate surrender to
God to be "delivered to death" in any
way that He chooses, so that death
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may work in us for the life of Christ to
reach others. This is what has been
describped by a writer as the
"Sacrificial path of God's elect". The
path of David and Jeremiah and all
the prophets. This is the path for the
proclamation of the Calvary message
today, as it was the path for the
foretelling of it in David's day. The
path that means being willing for your
brother to hand you over to death, in
the twentieth century way. A "death"
which is not a "death" of the body,
but is realised in a refined cruelty, in
ostracism and misjudgment, because
you are faithful to God. "For Thy sake
are we killed all the day long," said
Paul, "we are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter... in all these things we
are more than conquerors, through
Him that loved us."

God grant that our minds may be
open to this message, so that the Holy
Spirit can penetrate them with His
truth, so that we shall be ready to
follow the Lamb whithersoever He
goeth. Can you say, "Yes, | live; | know
| live with Christ in His divine life, and |
see now before me the path which
God has been leading me into for
some time, and | have been struggling
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against it. | have been resenting it. |
have been saying, 'No, we have done
with the Cross; | do not believe that
we are to hear so much about the
Cross. | do not want it. But | am ready
to face it now'." "Through the Eternal
Spirit He offered Himself to God." "He
steadfastly set His face to go to
Jerusalem." Will you take these words
now, ‘'"delivered unto  death",
"delivered up," and say, "Yes Lord, yes
Lord, for life to others"? Will you give
up seeking anything for yourself? "Yes
Lord, let others obtain what | would
like to have." Will you choose the
path of death that others may have
life? Will you choose to fill up the
afflictions of Christ for His Body's
sake?

But what does it mean? It means
living, weeping, suffering, loving with
infinite patience, infinite tenderness,
unwearying love for every member of
the whole Body of Christ. It means the
being bound up, not in your "own"
progress, but in the progress of the
Body of Christ. It means sinking all the
personal element in the service of
God, wanting neither credit, nor
notice, nor recognition. It means an
utter dropping of yourself, and a
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handing over of yourself to God to be
poured out for His Body's sake, the
Church—for Jesus Christ's sake
(Colossians 1:24).

So | would tenderly put this
message before you, child of God, and
ask you to face it with the Lord, and in
Jesus' Name let the Holy Spirit work in
you all that He sees you can bear in
fellowship with Him. Do you say
"Yes"? Then do not take the pattern
from anyone else, for God will deal
with you as though there were no
other person in the world but you. He
will find a way of taking you into
fellowship with Himself.

Maybe God is preparing us for
something that is coming. The days
are rapidly closing. How many of us
will be found faithful? How many of
us will be true to God? How many of
us will stand the test? England needs
martyrs, and England is having her
martyrs in many secret lives of God's
children. Right over the land there are
deep, true souls who are learning the
power of their lives to be in suffering
for the Body of Christ.

All over England in her darkness
at the present time, God is maturing
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in a furnace many souls who will shine
as gold in the day of His appearing.
Let us choose this path of giving
ourselves over to the hand of God, to
be handed over to the fellowship of
His Son, for the manifestation of His
life, and the outflow of His life to
others.

There are two things which the
Church wants: more death and more
life—more death in order to live;
more life in order to die. C. A. Fox
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